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California: A Changing State

4.2 Students describe the social, political, cultural, and economic life and interactions among
people of California from the pre-Columbian societies to the Spanish mission and Mexican
rancho periods.

Identify the early land and sea routes to, and European settlements in, California with a focus on the
exploration of the North Pacific (e.g., by Captain James Cook, Vitus Bering, Juan Cabrillo), noting
especially the importance of mountains, deserts, ocean currents, and wind patterns.

United States History and Geography: Making a New Nation

5.2 Students trace the routes of early explorers and describe the early explorations of the
Americas.

Describe the entrepreneurial characteristics of early explorers (e.g., Christopher Columbus, Francisco
Véasquez de Coronado) and the technological developments that made sea exploration by latitude and
longitude possible (e.g., compass, sextant, astrolabe, seaworthy ships, chronometers, gunpowder).
Explain the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of the explorers, sponsors, and leaders of key
European expeditions and the reasons Europeans chose to explore and colonize the world (e.g., the
Spanish Reconquista, the Protestant Reformation, the Counter Reformation).

Trace the routes of the major land explorers of the United States, the distances traveled by explorers,
and the Atlantic trade routes that linked Africa, the West Indies, the British colonies, and Europe.

World History and Geography: Ancient Civilizations

6.2 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the
early civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush.

6.4 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the
early civilizations of Ancient Greece.

6.6 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the
early civilizations of China.

World History and Geography: Medieval and Early Modern Times

7.10 Students analyze the historical developments of the Scientific Revolution and its lasting
effect on religious, political, and cultural institutions.

7.11 Students analyze political and economic change in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and
eighteenth centuries (the Age of Exploration, the Enlightenment, and the Age of Reason).
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills

9.1 Chronological and Spatial Thinking
9.2 Historical Research, Evidence, and Point of View
9.3 Historical Interpretation




